
  

St. John Rigby Parish NEWSLETTER. 
 
Incorporating the Former Parishes of Sacred Heart, 

Hindley Green, St. Richard’s, Atherton & Sacred 
Heart, Hindsford. 

 

Priests: Fr. Paul Seddon. (Tel: 883395) 

 Deacon: Ken Holding (Tel: 255834) 

  19th December. 2021- Fourth Week of Advent. C  

Fourth Week of Advent C. 
Saturday @ 5pm. 
Sacred Heart Church. 

                  Dorothy Hickman. 
Sunday @ 9-30am. 
St.Richard’s Church 9-30am. 

              Thomas McLoughlin. 
Sunday @ 10-30am. 
Sacred Heart Church. 

     Margaret & Thomas Morris. 
Mon.20th Dec. at SH 10am. 

Joseph & Geraldine Clarkson. 
Tue 21st Dec. St.R’s.10.30am 
          Alfred Jackson. 
Wed 22nd  Dec. 12noon SH                                                 

John Thompson. 
Thur 23rdDec.St.R’s.10-30am  

Harry Knotman. 
SH Church at 1.45pm. 

Funeral Mass  
for Sean McLoughlin 

         Christmas Eve. 
Fri 24thDec. SH.5pm. 

Christmas Mass Intentions. 
St. Richard’s 7pm. 

Christmas Mass Intentions. 
Christmas Day. 

Sat. 9-30am.@St. Richard’s  

Christmas Mass Intentions. 
 Sacred Heart @10-30am. 

Christmas Mass Intentions. 
Sun. Boxing Day @9-30am. 
St. Richard’s Church. 

Christmas Mass Intentions. 
Sunday @10-30am. 
Sacred Heart Church. 

Christmas Mass Intentions. 
                               

Pray for our sick Lately Dead Anniversaries 
Joan Baines. 
Eileen McAlister. 

Sean McLoughlin. 
Vincent Littler. 

Anthony Sutton. 
Elizabeth Alison. 

Joyce Gorton. 
Nora Smith. 
Jed Bamber. 
Theresa Thompson. 
Eileen Watkinson 

. 
 . 
. 
. 
. 

Mary Price. 
Philomena Doherty.  
Joan Young. 
Patrick Hoare. 
Michael Kennedy. 

Shelia Ratcliffe.  . 

Maureen Blears.  . 

Jean Culkin.  . 

Phyllis Smith.  . 

Bernadette 
Boardman. 

 . 
. 

Peter Weatherhead.  . 

Neil Gunson. 
Jean Rafferty. 
Teresa Gallagher. 

 . 
. 

Dennis Green. 
Jimmy Allen. 

  

Bill Usher. 
Frank Vose. 

  

Cheryl Morris.   
   
  

 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEKEND. 

First Reading – Micah 5:1-4. 
In Bethlehem, the prophet Micah declares, the Saviour of the world 

will be born. 
 

Second Reading – Hebrews 10:5-10. 
Christ came into the world to do the will of God and show God’s 

love to all people. 
 

Gospel Reading – Luke 1:39-45. 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth declares Mary to be of all 

women the most blessed”.. 
 

If anyone would like to add any items for the Newsletter each week then 
please let Deacon Ken or Fr. Paul know by Wednesday evening at the latest. 
Deacon Ken – ka.holding1@gmail.com 
Fr. Paul – stjohnrigby@rcaol.org.uk 

Sacred Heart Parish Centre is 
now open for functions, 
We have snooker and 

dominoes on Friday nights. 
 
  
Over 60s party Monday 20th 
Dec. 7-45pm. Tickets £1. 
Pick up your leaflet at the 
back of Church.  

Please keep all the children and families preparing for Baptism, 

in your prayers at this special time. 

 

If you wish to donate a poinsettia in memory of a loved one to 

decorate the sanctuary, you can leave it in the Gordon Room at 

Sacred Heart Church. 

 



GOSPEL REFLECTION. 
This weekend we hear the story of the meeting between two cousins, Mary and Elizabeth. The two 

women joyfully shared their faith together. Mary, travelling with the Good News of the Gospel 

message, was the first apostle, the first evangelist, the first missionary, the first person to share the 

faith she had received through the message of the angel. And when she reached Elizabeth there was 

a stirring response. The child in Elizabeth’s womb leapt for joy at the meeting. 

A great deal is said today about spreading the faith, “new evangelisation”. Pope Francis 

commented on this: “We evangelise not with grand words, or complicated concepts, but with the joy 

of the Gospel.” The people who do this best are often those whom the world has treated badly or 

those who have found life very difficult at times. Many of them find their way back to Church, 

where Jesus meets us and answers our prayers, in response to the Psalm today, “Let your face shine 

on us and we shall be saved.” 

The meeting between Mary and Elizabeth was, perhaps, how the Church began, how the Gospel 

was first preached and how it continued to spread throughout the world. People cannot keep it to 

themselves. Good News simply has to be shared. There are lots of ways of doing this: singing carols 

and collecting for good causes, sending Christmas cards with the real message of Christmas, having 

Nativity Plays, inviting someone to come with you to Christmas Mass. Through such simple ways 

people can come to recognise that what we are celebrating this week is the BIRTH OF Jesus, the 

Saviour of the world, and the faith of his mother, Mary. 
 

SVP CHRISTMAS TOY COLLECTION. 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the Retiring Collection for the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society, who are organising a Christmas Toy Collection for the children in local hospitals. As a 

Parish we raised £429. Many thanks for your kindness. The SVP will now organise the purchasing 

of vouchers for children who will be in hospital over the Christmas period.  
 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES. 

Christmas Eve. 
Sacred Heart at 5.00pm & St. Richard’s at 7.00pm. 

Christmas Day. 
St. Richard’s at 9.30am & Sacred Heart at 10.30am. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS INTENTIONS. 
During the Christmas weekend, that is on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and Boxing Day, we will 

be celebrating all the Masses for the Christmas Mass Intentions. Very often, it is difficult for people 

to have Mass Intentions for their loved ones at this special time of the year. If you have any names 

of loved ones who you would like to add, please drop their names off at Church and we will add 

them to the Christmas Mass Intention list which will be displayed in both the churches in the 

Parish. 
 

COVID RESTRICTIONS. 
We are still living with the Pandemic so please continue to follow the guidelines and keep safe.  

Face coverings are still to be used in church. This may be difficult to enforce but, as we have seen 

on the TV News this week, they should now be worn indoors everywhere. 

We will continue to provide an area in church which is reserved for those who perhaps feel 

vulnerable. That is, the pews remain at a certain distance. 

We must continue to keep the building well ventilated. This means opening the windows during 

Mass and so we encourage you to wrap up warm in these colder days.  

Ensure that people are not in the church for too long. Certain parts of the Mass will continue to be 

omitted for the present time.  

We encourage you to attend Mass on Sunday 26
th

 December INSTEAD of Christmas Day, to ensure 

we will have room for everyone. 
 

Response to the Psalm…. 
“I will sing forever of your love, O Lord”. 


