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2nd Jan 2022. 2nd Sunday after Christmas- C 
2nd Sunday after

Christmas
Saturday.
Sacred Heart @ 5pm.

Peter Harrison &
Bernard Derbyshire.

Sunday  
St.Richard’s Church 9-30am.

All NHS Workers.
Sunday @ 10-30am.
Sacred Heart Church.

Eucharistic Service.

Mon.3  rd   Jan. at SH 10am.  
Barry Duffy.

Tue 4  th   Jan. St.R’s  .10.30am  
Eveline Orsi.

Wed 5  th   Jan. 12noon SH           
David Weatherhead (sick).

The Epiphany of the Lord.
Thur 6  th   Jan.St.R’s.  10-30am   

Jeff Arrowsmith.

Fri 7  th   Jan. SH.10am.  
Eva Fedigan.

Next Weekend
Sat.   Sacred Heart @5pm.  

Charlotte Sweeney.

Sunday January 9th.
St. Richard’s Church.9-30am
       Ronnie Scott.
Sunday @10-30am.
Sacred Heart Church.

Winifred Sherlock.

Pray for our sick Lately Dead Anniversaries
Joan Baines.
Eileen McAlister.

David Wyatt.
Joseph Nelson.

Roy Crompton.
John Middlehurst.

Joyce Gorton.
Nora Smith.
Jed Bamber.
Cheryl Morris.
Eileen Watkinson

Georgina Mary Marsh.
.
.
.
.

Martin Owens.
Catherine Tootil. 
Grace Foster.
Alessia Depasquale.
John Doherty.

Shelia Ratcliffe. .
Maureen Blears. .
Jean Culkin. .
Phyllis Smith. .
Bernadette 
Boardman.

.

.
Peter Weatherhead. .
Neil Gunson.
Jean Rafferty.
Teresa Gallagher.

.

.

Dennis Green.
Jimmy Allen.
Bill Usher.
Frank Vose.
.

READINGS FOR THE WEEKEND.
First Reading –Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2,8-12
Wisdom has taken root in the people of God.

Second Reading – St. Paul to the Ephesians1:3-6,15-18.
We have been chosen to liv through love in God’s presence as God’s
adopted children.

Gospel Reading – John  1:1-18.
We listen to the first part of John’s Gospel. The Word of God was 
made flesh and lived among us.

If anyone would like to add any items for the Newsletter each week then 
please let Deacon Ken or Fr. Paul know by Wednesday evening at the latest.
Deacon Ken – ka.holding1@gmail.com
Fr. Paul – stjohnrigby@rcaol.org.uk

Sacred Heart Parish Centre 
is open for functions.
We have snooker and 
dominoes on Friday nights.

 
 

Please keep safe everyone. If you feel you have any of the 
symptoms of Coronavirus, please stay at home until you feel 
better. This is to protect yourself, your families, and friends. 
Please follow all the guidelines listed at this time. Let us pray 
that we can get through this next stage and help each other in 
whatever way we can.



GOSPEL REFLECTION.
As we begin a New Year, we listen today to the beginning of John’s Gospel. In the incarnation, 
Jesus, the Son of God and the Word of God himself, came to share our human nature in order that 
he might share his divine life. The incarnation is a mystery of love, God’s love for us in Christ. If 
Jesus had come down to earth in all the glory of his divinity, people would have trembled before 
him. They would not only have accepted him, but they would have fallen down to worship him. But 
he did not want this. He knew that this kind of submission would never bring us inner peace or 
happiness. So he came in humility and weakness. He wanted to gain our love so that we would 
follow him through our own free will. He wanted our freely given love rather than the servile 
submission of slaves. 
This involved a risk. People might not accept him. And this is exactly what happened. St. John says,
“He came to his own and his own people did not accept him.” But some did accept him and 
followed him. To these he gave a share in his divine life. He made them children of God. 
When we accept God’s love we experience our own goodness, and we are able to love God in return.
Real love becomes possible between us. In his love for us God made all this possible through the gift
of his Son. In Jesus we have a friend who loves us to the extent that he came among us and shared 
our lives to the full. Not only did he share our lives, but he also shared our death. From his fullness,
as from a limitless fountain, all of us have received, and will continue to receive, grace after grace, 
if we continue our journey of faith. As we begin this New Year, we pray for peace, happiness, love 
and hope in all our lives. May the coming of God’s Word in the person of Jesus bring us such great 
gifts so that we can become the people God wants us to be.

MASS INTENTIONS.
At present we are running short of Mass Intentions at St.Richard’s Church. If you would like a 
Mass Intention for a loved one, please book it early. Even then it is not always possible for the date 
you may wish to have, but we will try to celebrate the Mass as near to the date as possible. Also, 
priority for Funerals obviously must come first, and this may lead to the Mass being cancelled, 
usually the week before. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK.
Whilst it can be a very sad moment in a family’s life, the Sacrament of Anointing is one of the most 
wonderful sacraments in the Church, when we pray for God’s healing and peace on those who are 
very poorly. Sadly, during the pandemic, it hasn’t always been easy to administer this sacrament, 
due to Covid restrictions. However, if you know of someone who may need the Sacrament of the 
Sick, please try your best to contact a priest as soon as you can. We are very short of priests in these 
times and some of us may be isolating, so it won’t always be easy to contact one of the priests. 
Please do not leave it until the last moment of a person’s life to call for a priest. The Sacrament of 
Anointing can be celebrated at any time. 

COVID RESTRICTIONS.
We are still living with the Pandemic so please continue to follow the guidelines and keep safe. 
Face coverings are still to be used in church as they are to be worn indoors everywhere.
We must continue to keep the building well ventilated and ensure that people are not in the church 
for too long. Certain parts of the Mass will continue to be omitted for the present time. 
We have received some good news over the last couple of weeks that the new variant Omicron is not
as strong as the other variants – so long as you have had your booster jab – but it is still spreading 
more quickly than ever and could still lead to serious illness. So, we cannot underestimate what it 
can do. So please, continue to do the right thing. Keep watching the latest guidelines on the TV 
News. If we hear any further instructions from the Archdiocese we will let you know as soon as 
possible. If you feel like you may have any of the symptoms of Covid then you MUST stay at home 
until the symptoms end or until you have a negative Lateral Flow Test. Please stay safe and let us 
hope and pray for a better year in 2022.

Response to the Psalm….
“The Word was made flesh, and lived among us”.


