
  

St. John Rigby Parish NEWSLETTER. 
 
Incorporating the Former Parishes of Sacred Heart, 
Hindley Green, St. Richard’s, Atherton & Sacred 

Heart, Hindsford. 
 

Priests: Fr. Paul Seddon. (Tel: 883395) 

 Deacon: Ken Holding (Tel: 255834) 

      30th Jan 2022. 4th Week of the Year- C         

Next Sunday we welcome 

into our Parish through 

Baptism Ruben Whiteway. 

 

Parish Centre meeting 

Monday 31st January 7pm. 

In the centre. All welcome. 

 

 

4th Week of the Year (C) 
Saturday. 

Sacred Heart @ 5pm. 

The Naughton Family. 

Sunday   

St.Richard’s Church 9-30am. 

Brian Tomkins. 

Sunday @ 10-30am. 

Sacred Heart Church. 

In Thanksgiving (B). 

Mon.31st Jan. at SH 10am. 

Mary Gaskell Ints. 

Tue 1st Feb. St.R’s.10.30am 

Leonard Beach. 

Wed 2nd Feb. 12noon SH                                                 

Raymond Dillon. 

Thur 3rd Feb. St.R’s.10-30am  

Jean & John Neary. 

Fri 4th Feb. SH.10am. 

Nellie Flynn Ins. 

St.R’s Church 

 Funeral Mass at 10am for 

Francis Hankinson. 

Next Weekend 

Sat. Sacred Heart @5pm. 

Denis Newlove. 
 

Sunday February 6th. 

St. Richard’s Church.9-30am 

Sandra Roberts. 

Sunday @10-30am. 

Sacred Heart Church. 

Eucharistic Service. 

Pray for our sick Lately Dead Anniversaries 
Joan Baines. 
Eileen McAlister. 

David Wyatt. 
Elfriede Cunliffe. 

Robert Barron. 
Bernard Chapman. 

Joyce Gorton. 
Nora Smith. 
Jed Bamber. 
Cheryl Morris. 
Eileen Watkinson 

Bessie Ellison. 
Martin Higgins, 
Francis Hankinson. 
Georgina Mary Marsh. 
. 
. 

Magdalen Heaton. 
James Potts.  
Brian Crowther. 
Betty Gerritty. 
Arnold Southern. 

Shelia Ratcliffe.  . 

Maureen Blears.  . 

Jean Culkin.  . 

Phyllis Smith.  . 

Bernadette 
Boardman. 

 . 
. 

Peter Weatherhead.  . 

Neil Gunson. 
Jean Rafferty. 
Teresa Gallagher. 

 . 
. 

Dennis Green. 
Jimmy Allen. 

  

Elaine Owen. 
Frank Vose. 

  

.   
   
  

 
 

 
 
 

   
   
 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEKEND. 

First Reading –Prophet Jeremiah 1:4-5.17-19 
We are all called by God from the moment of our creation for one 

purpose: life with God. The opportunity is there for us to make a 

difference in our world. 

Second Reading – St Paul to the Corinthians 12:31-13 
The greatest spiritual gift is love. Love is not just a feeling; it is a 

way of life that includes accepting others as they are. 

Gospel Reading – Luke  4:21-30 
Jesus is rejected by the people of Nazareth. They go from 

marvelling at his words to threatening to kill him. 
 

If anyone would like to add any items for the Newsletter each week then 
please let Deacon Ken or Fr. Paul know by Wednesday evening at the latest. 
Deacon Ken – ka.holding1@gmail.com 
Fr. Paul – stjohnrigby@rcaol.org.uk 

Sacred Heart Parish Centre 

is open for functions. 

We have snooker and 

dominoes on Friday nights. 

The Friendship Club have 

started their Wednesday 

afternoon 1pm till 4pm. 

  

  

Please keep safe everyone. If you feel you have any of the 

symptoms of Coronavirus, please stay at home until you feel 

better. This is to protect yourself, your families, and friends. 

Please follow all the guidelines listed at this time. Let us pray 

that we can get through this next stage and help each other in 

whatever way we can. 

 

 



GOSPEL REFLECTION. 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus has just been enthusiastically acclaimed in the synagogue in Nazareth for 

announcing the promised Jubilee, which he calls “The lord’s year of favour”. Yet the whole mood 

suddenly changes. The listeners become so set against him that he is in danger. But what happens 

to make the crowd turn on him so quickly? They are upset because Jesus had been working all 

kinds of miracles and healings in Capernaum and other places, but did not do many at Nazareth, 

his hometown. He antagonises them further by telling them that “The lord’s year of favour” applies 

to everyone, not just the Jewish people. He reminds them of two people outside the Jewish faith who 

were blessed by God in the scriptures. The sense of privilege, of having some special status with 

Jesus, evaporates as it dawns on them that they are ging to get no special treatment. What should 

have been joy at the prospect of many being helped by Jesus turns to rage that he would freely 

bestow “the lord’s year of favour” on others instead. 

Have we ever thought that God’s love isn’t just for Christians but for everyone? In the First 

Reading, the lord says, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.” The Second Reading is 

often heard at weddings, but the love it highlights foes beyond the love for a partner. It is a love that 

is a way of life, extending to everyone, no matter who they are or what they believe in. Jesus urges 

us not to be suspicious of other people who come from different cultural, religious, or social 

backgrounds, because they are our sisters and brothers too. So how do we accept others as they are 

and share God’s love with them?   
 

UNIVERSAL SYNOD 2023. 
Pope Francis has asked the whole Catholic Church throughout the world to engage in the process 

of taking part in a Universal Synod. As with our own Synod, this universal synod involves everyone, 

including lay people, religious and clergy. As an Archdiocese we are providing opportunities to 

participate, albeit in a somewhat lighter way, than in our own recent Synod 2020 listening and 

discussion process. Resources and submissions are available online from now until Thursday 

March 10
th

 2022. The submissions received for the Universal Synod will be combined with those 

from Synod 2020 and will form our Archdiocesan response. The preferred method of submitting 

responses is online www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/synod2023  
 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENIONS FOR 2022. 
For January, for human fraternity.  

“We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may their own 

rights and dignity be recognised, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human 

family.” 
 

COVID RESTRICTIONS. 
Keep watching the latest guidelines on the TV News. If we hear any further instructions from the 

Archdiocese regarding Covid restrictions, we will let you know about them as soon as possible. If 

you feel like you may have any of the symptoms of Covid then you MUST stay at home until the 

symptoms end or until you have a negative Lateral Flow Test. Please stay safe and let us hope and 

pray for a better year in 2022. 
 

REV.REG SINCLAIR. 
Today we bid a fond farewell to Rev.Reg Sinclair, who has been the Vicar of Atherton Parish 

Church for a great number of years. Rev.Reg has helped lead the Churches Together In Atherton 

for many years now. It has been a great way of bringing the people of different faiths together and 

has made a great impact on many who have been part of it. Reg will be greatly missed by so many 

people in Atherton. We celebrate his Retirement Service in Atherton Parish Church this afternoon 

and wish him a happy retirement.  

Please note, that is you wanted to attend the service you cannot just turn up. The service is now 

fully booked. Sorry, but Ike many other churches in the area, the Parish Church has restricted 

numbers due to Covid regulations. 
 

Response to the Psalm…. 
“My lips will tell of your help”. 

http://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/synod2023

