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3rd Week of the Year (C) 
Saturday 22nd January. 

Sacred Heart @ 5pm. 

             Tom Bretherton. 
 

Sunday 23rd January  

St.Richard’s Church 9-30am. 

Michael Herko. 

Sunday @ 10-30am. 

Sacred Heart Church. 

       Gordon & Michael Halliwell. 
 

Mon.24th Jan. at SH 10am. 

Rosaleen Duffy . 
 

Tue 25th Jan. St.R’s.10.30am 

Tony McKiernan &  

Sandra Roberts. 
 

Wed 26th Jan. 12noon SH                                                 

William Hesketh. 
 

Thur 27th Jan.St.R’s.10-30am  

Ronnie Scott. 
 

Fri 28th Jan. SH.10am. 

Joseph Clarkson. 
 

Next Weekend 

Sat. Sacred Heart @5pm. 

The Naughton Family. 
 

Sunday January 9th. 

St. Richard’s Church.9-30am 

       Brian Tomkins. 

Sunday @10-30am. 

Sacred Heart Church. 
In Thanksgiving (B). 

Pray for our sick Lately Dead Anniversaries 
Joan Baines. 
Eileen McAlister. 

David Wyatt. 
Elfriede Cunliffe. 

Mary Jolley. 
Linda Bullock. 

Joyce Gorton. 
Nora Smith. 
Jed Bamber. 
Cheryl Morris. 
Eileen Watkinson 

Martin Higgins. 
Francis Hankinson. 
Bessie Ellison. 

 Edward McHugh. 
Henry Scott.  
John Ellison. 
Jean McDonnell. 
Betty Gerritty. 

Shelia Ratcliffe.  . 

Maureen Blears.  . 

Jean Culkin.  . 

Phyllis Smith.  . 

Bernadette 
Boardman. 

 . 
. 

Peter Weatherhead.  . 

Neil Gunson. 
Jean Rafferty. 
Teresa Gallagher. 

 . 
. 

Dennis Green. 
Jimmy Allen. 

  

Elaine Owen. 
Frank Vose. 

  

.   
   
  

 
 

 
 
 

   
   
 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEKEND. 

First Reading –Book of Nehemiah 8:2-6.8-10 
After the return to their homeland from exile, the people of Israel 

are moved to tears by the public reading of God’s Word. 
 

Second Reading – St Paul to the Corinthians 12:12-30 
St.Paul teaches us that we together are Christ’s Body, made up of 

many different parts. 
 

Gospel Reading – Luke  1:1-4;4:14-21 
We hear the beginning of Luke’s Gospel: Jesus proclaims God’s 

Word and sets out his mission statement. 
 

If anyone would like to add any items for the Newsletter each week then 
please let Deacon Ken or Fr. Paul know by Wednesday evening at the latest. 
Deacon Ken – ka.holding1@gmail.com 
Fr. Paul – stjohnrigby@rcaol.org.uk 

Sacred Heart Parish Centre 

is open for functions. 

We have snooker and 

dominoes on Friday nights. 

The Friendship Club have 

started their Wednesday 

afternoon 1pm till 4pm. 

  

  

Please keep safe everyone. If you feel you have any of the 

symptoms of Coronavirus, please stay at home until you feel 

better. This is to protect yourself, your families, and friends. 

Please follow all the guidelines listed at this time. Let us pray 

that we can get through this next stage and help each other in 

whatever way we can. 

 

 



GOSPEL REFLECTION. 
According to Luke, Jesus launches his public ministry by going back home to his own town. In the 

synagogue at Nazareth, he stood in front of the people and read the passage from the prophet 

Isaiah. It summed up the heart of his mission: “Good News to the poor…liberty to captives…to the 

blind new sight…to set the downtrodden free.” The people liked what they heard. The initial 

reaction was positive. He spoke with authority. Here was someone the people could believe and 

place their trust in. but if we look ahead to next week’s Gospel, we can see how quickly the attitude 

towards Jesus changed. Jesus words quickly fall on deaf ears, especially the ears of those who like 

their lives the way they were living and certainly those who were in authority and power who felt 

threatened by him. It isn’t long before some of them start a plot to get rid of him for good. Some 

people respond to his message positively but many rejected him straight away.  

 

So how do we react to Jesus’ message today? Jesus doesn’t just set down his own agenda, but ours 

too, that is, all his followers throughout the ages. He goes back to the prophets to proclaim that this 

is part of God’s plan from ages past, part of what is called salvation history. At the heart of the plan 

is the Word of God. Jesus proclaims himself to be the fulfilment of all the prophecies of the Old 

Testament. He is the Word made flesh, the God who has come to be with his people. And he looks to 

the future too, for whenever we live out those tasks, to liberate, to help, to feed the hungry, to clothe 

the naked, then we are living out our discipleship to the full. We can, of course, only do this in 

small ways, but we can still be part of Jesus’ wonderful mission. Jesus himself went back to his 

hometown to begin his mission. So, if we want to share in the mission of Jesus, this is where we 

start, among the people we know.  
 

CAFOD AFGHANISTAN APPEAL. 
CAFOD are launching an appeal to help the people caught up in the Afghanistan Crisis. You may 

well have seen on the TV News that 8 million people, almost half the population, are on the brink of 

famine because of drought, the collapsing economy, extreme food shortages, the ongoing conflict, 

and Covid. CAFOD, helped by other agencies including Caritas, are trying to reach out to the 

neediest communities to supply clean water, food and in some cases shelter. Please help by donating 

to CAFOD online at the website cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal 
 

SVP MEETING. 
There will be a meting of the local SVP Group (St.Vincent de Paul) in St.Richard’s, Atherton, after 

the 10.30am Mass on Thursday January 27
th

. If you have never been to an SVP Meeting before why 

not come along and join. You will be very welcome. 
 

UNIVERSAL SYNOD 2023. 
Pope Francis has asked the whole Catholic Church throughout the world to engage in the process 

of taking part in a Universal Synod. As with our own Synod, this universal synod involves everyone, 

including lay people, religious and clergy. As an Archdiocese we are providing opportunities to 

participate, albeit in a somewhat lighter way, than in our own recent Synod 2020 listening and 

discussion process. Resources and submissions are available online from now until Thursday 

March 10
th

 2022. The submissions received for the Universal Synod will be combined with those 

from Synod 2020 and will form our Archdiocesan response. The preferred method of submitting 

responses is online www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/synod2023  
 

COVID RESTRICTIONS. 
Keep watching the latest guidelines on the TV News. If we hear any further instructions from the 

Archdiocese regarding Covid restrictions, we will let you know about them as soon as possible. If 

you feel like you may have any of the symptoms of Covid then you MUST stay at home until the 

symptoms end or until you have a negative Lateral Flow Test. Please stay safe and let us hope and 

pray for a better year in 2022. 
 

Response to the Psalm…. 
“Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life”. 

http://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/synod2023

